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The working group would also like to acknowledge and extend our deepest thanks to
our partners for their support and commitment towards making this forum a success.

Vanuatu Human Rights Coalition 

The Vanuatu National Feminist Forum as part of the 3rd Pacific Feminist Forum (PFF)
is made up of diverse feminist organisations with a common aspiration to convene a
national feminist forum to celebrate Ni-Vanuatu feminism and building on a feminist
women’s movement for a stronger voice in Vanuatu.

The Vanuatu National Feminist Forum Working Group includes:
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The Pacific Feminist Forum 
The Pacific Feminist Forum (PFF) aims to convene a diverse and influential
network of Pacific feminists, with the intention of reflecting on key issues
paramount to gender equality and women’s rights, as well as collaborating to
effect positive change for all Women and Girls within our respective regional
communities. 

The PFF is a platform of fostering Intergenerational Leadership within
feminist movements at the national and regional level. It is a time of
celebrating the tremendous gains that previous generations of Pacific
Feminists have made (and are still making), so that the new wave of feminist
activism is able to flourish.

Pacific Feminists have represented the region at various high-level meetings
regionally and internationally and successfully influenced those spaces in
terms of networking, strategizing and developing strong alliances with fellow
activists worldwide.

However, it is important that Pacific feminists are provided with a collective
space to strengthen and re-energize for transformative change. The challenge
however is the geographical divide and socio economic realities of 22
developing island states. Pacific feminism faces a unique hardship of
continuous engagement and solidified efforts as access to resources are
scarce, with islands so distant, making physical solidarity difficult, but also an
isolation of feminists separated by the world’s largest ocean.

The Pacific feminist movement therefore is one going against the current, as
advocates and activists forge through the vast Pacific territory to consolidate
works and push a Pacific development agenda to the forefront of global
progress plans.
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Brief History of the Pacific Feminist Forum
The 1st PFF  in 2016 was centered on identifying challenges and re-
articulating a shared vision, shared strategies, build new and strengthened
old alliances and further define our shared politics. It was the first of its kind
and an important one to stock take on our collective issues with the theme
“Mapping journeys, Building movements”.

An output from the inaugural forum was the Pacific Feminists Charter. The
charter was a key outcome of the PFF, which set out collective principles
that guide our work as feminists within the region. 

The 2nd PFF in 2019 was a space to look amongst and within ourselves to see
where the systems of support and solidarity were and how to come together
with strong, focused and accelerated strategies to continue to fight for
women’s rights and gender equality. The 2nd PFF Theme was: “Sustaining
Solidarity, Resistance and Revolution” A key output was the development of
the Pacific Feminist Charter Action Plan. 

The 3rd PFF aims to strengthen the Pacific Feminist Movement by building
diversity across the Oceanic Pacific by working together for better inclusion
and engagement. To support movement building in our region in tough times
as we all grapple with the COVID-19 pandemic, the climate crisis and natural
disasters as well as the state of human rights, more than 10 countries in the
Pacific are holding  National Feminist Forums before coming together for the
regional 3rd PFF, which will be an online forum. 

The theme for this year 3rd PFF is “Embracing the collective power of our
movements”. The Pacific Feminist Forum is organised by the regional 3rd
PFF Working Group, supported by the We Rise Coalition with the Secretariat
hosted at Fiji Women’s Rights Movement.
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Vanuatu Feminist Forum

Feminism within the Pacific has grown from strength to strength,
with various feminist organisations accumulating a wealth of
experience and knowledge to advance gender equality and women’s
rights across the Pacific region. 

In saying this, the word ‘feminist’ is not widely accepted in the
women’s rights movement and the Pacific region has its own unique
set of complexities when it comes to advancing the cause of gender
equality. 

In Vanuatu, we are still trying to define what feminism means to us.
The definition from the Vanuatu National Council of Women is ‘Yumi
wok mo toktok tugeta forom ekwaliti blong evriwan’ while the
organisation Olsem Wanem defines feminism as ‘Wan we hemi
sapotem ol semak raet blong ol man mo woman mo hemi sapotem ol
wokbaot blong leftemap ol raet blong ol woman.’

In the Vanuatu Feminist Forum, we hope to come up with a definition
that the movement is comfortable with to advance gender equality
in Vanuatu.

We do not expect you to identify as a feminist to be in this space –
we know you support gender equality and gender justice and during
the forum, we will work together to define what feminism means to
us in Vanuatu and how we can apply the theory and practice with
respect to our traditional and Christian values.



Women’s representation in Vanuatu politics
Women’s access to quality sexual reproductive health care
Intergenerational dialogue and inclusive collaboration
Gender in climate justice and climate change

Objectives of the Vanuatu Feminist Forum
 
The objectives of this forum are to mobilize diverse Ni-Vanuatu
women to share knowledge and experiences, celebrate
achievements and strategize for collective action to achieve
women’s human rights. 
.
At the end of our meeting, we will have developed an outcome
statement that provides a foundation for working and advocating
together, and will guide our collective messages, actions and
priorities. 
 
In developing our outcome statement, we will focus on four areas:
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"The ownership of what we want for the future must
be inclusive of everyone and the road to achieving
this equality is long and hard but we cannot shy

away. If you do what you have always done, you will
get what you have always got."

Dorosday Kenneth Watson 
Former Director General, 

Ministry of Justice and Community Services



Excerpt from Charter of Feminist Principles
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The creation of the Charter of Feminist Principles was a key outcome of the
first ever Pacific Feminist Forum held in 2016. It sets out the collective
principles that are key to our work as Pacific Feminists. The Charter is a living
document and is intended to guide our analysis and practice. This is an excerpt
of the charter that defines feminism for women in the Pacific and was
endorsed by over 100 feminists across the region during the forum.

We are Feminists from Oceania. We have common bonds of wansolwara
(ocean), vanua (land) and tua’a (ancestors). We recognise that our strength lies
in our diversity. We respect our differences. We work towards transformative
change by upholding the rights of women, girls, and non-gender conforming
people. 

We want the best full lives for ourselves and our Pacific communities. Our work
and love is focussed on the lives of the women and the people on our many
islands and atolls, and the whole planet.

As feminists in the Pacific we recognise multiple intersecting forms of
patriarchy, long standing and unequal gendered power relations and emerging
processes of oppression. Our journeys as Pacific feminists to address these are
varied and diverse.

We recognise the specific challenge of geographical location in the richness of
the vast Pacific Ocean. We also acknowledge our geopolitical histories and
their contemporary manifestations as part of the global economic south. 

We are in solidarity with south communities in the global north, such as
indigenous, ethnic minority, Pacific diaspora and climate frontline
communities. The diversities of our cultures, experiences, and the multiple
social, political, economic and ecological challenges we face as climate
frontline states are our realities.
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8:30 AM – 10:30 AM

Participant Registration
Sign in sheet and consent form for photos and video

Brief Welcome and Opening Prayer

Performance Piece
Three generations of women to read a poem by late Grace Mera Molisa: 
Jennifer Kalpokas Doan, Jane Iatika and Vepaiamele Trief

Welcome Address 
NFF Working Group to acknowledge the diversity and the dynamics of feminist
movement in Vanuatu

Keynote Speaker
Tatavola Matas, Vanuatu Women's Centre

Performance Piece
By Sharon Nicholls

Official Opening
The representatives cutting the cake

Group Photo

Day One: Thursday 17 November 2022

MORNING TEA : 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM



 Goal: Identify how to collaborate in shaping and changing Vanuatu’s

political structures & systems to advance women's political participation

1.What is the future we want to see in Vanuatu for women in politics? 

2. What are the 3 main challenges to having more women in Parliament and
politics?

3. How can we best work together in this area, across generations, across
movements? What action steps will we take? What support do we need from
each other, from others?

This session is an opportunity to celebrate the first woman elected into
parliament in over a decade, while examining the challenges and co-creating
some solutions for women’s political participation. 

We explore the male dominated political arena and provide context of how
politics is traditionally played out in Vanuatu, while identifying strategies for
parties and party leaders to consider to enable a fairer playing field for women
into parliament. We unpack why it’s important to ensure there is equal
representation at all levels of government and how it is particularly important
that both men and women are represented in parliament, our highest decision
making body in the Republic of Vanuatu.

PANEL DISCUSSION : WOMEN IN POLITICS
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11:00 AM - 12:10 PM

LUNCH : 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM



Goal: Identify to how to collaborate in creating better sexual reproductive health
services for women and minorities in Vanuatu

1.What is the future we want to see in Vanuatu for women’s sexual reproductive
health services? 

2. What are the 3 main challenges to inclusive, quality health services for     women
and minorities  in Vanuatu? 

3. How can we best work together in this area, across generations, across
movements? What action steps will we take? What support do we need from each
other, from others?

PANEL DISCUSSION : SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RIGHTS 

Families and individuals - especially women - have the right to make informed, voluntary

decisions on their sexual and reproductive health, including the number, spacing and

timing of their children. Equitable access to affordable and quality health care is not only

fundamental to an individual’s health and quality of life, but also essential for the

country’s sustainable development, as evidenced by the strong links to gender equality,

health and wellbeing. 

While progress is being made towards the transformative THREE ZEROES - Zero

preventable maternal mortality, Zero unmet need for family planning and Zero gender-

based violence and harmful practices, what exactly are the challenges that we face in

Vanuatu? Whether it’s geographical challenges to attitudinal blockades where custom,

culture and religion prevent women and young girls from having bodily autonomy, or

healthcare workers responsibility to uphold a duty of care to all people including those

with diverse sexual orientation, we explore the challenges and highlight the importance

of supporting the sexual reproductive health rights of all individuals in order to reduce

poverty and promote economic and social development. 
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1:30 PM - 3:05 PM

AFTERNOON TEA : 3:05 PM - 3:15 PM
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Day Two: Friday 18 November 2022

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Participant Registration
Sign in sheet for participants

Brief Welcome and Opening Prayer
Reflection of first day with summary of discussions

Performance Piece
By Anastasia Kalsakau

Keynote Speaker
Third Deputy Speaker, MP Gloria Julia King

CLOSING SESSION : 3:15 PM – 4:00 PM

Video 
‘What does Feminism mean to you?’

Activity 
Participants to write down what feminism means to them

Tanna Custom Dance
Everyone is free join in!
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PANEL DISCUSSION : INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE AND INCLUSIVE
COLLABORATION

Goal: Acknowledge and identify the accomplishments, challenges, and

growth opportunities in the Vanuatu Women’s Movement

1.What is the future we want to see in Vanuatu for women’s movement? 

2.What are the 3 main challenges for the Vanuatu women’s movement? 

3.How can we best work together in this area, across generations, across
movements? What action steps will we take? What support do we need
from each other, from others?

This session is an opportunity to mutually celebrate our victories,
acknowledge our wounds and challenges, and co-create the futures we
aspire to. Situating ourselves in the current moment, we will examine
the complex realities in which struggles for rights and justice are now
taking place. The intergenerational panel will provide a platform for the
creation of new visions for a feminist future and providing an
opportunity for healing and renewed solidarity. 

MORNING TEA : 10:35 AM - 10:50 AM

9:00 AM - 10:35 AM
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PANEL DISCUSSION : GENDER IN CLIMATE JUSTICE AND CLIMATE
CHANGE: HOW DO OUR COMMITMENTS TO CLIMATE CHANGE
TRANSLATE ON THE GROUND? 

Goal: Identify how we can collaborate to ensure participation, voice, well-

being and justice for women in the face of climate change

1. What are the 3 main challenges of women in the face of climate change? 

2. What is the future we want to see for women in Vanuatu in climate
change/climate justice?

3. How can we best work together in this area, across generations, across
movements? What action steps will we take?

The participation and leadership of women in climate change action has been

identified globally as critical for fostering resilience in families, communities

and nations. Substantial efforts are needed across the Pacific region to fully

achieve gender equality and women’s empowerment in climate change and

disaster risk reduction. 

In this panel session, case studies will be used to show examples of best

practice in Vanuatu and provide evidence-based information on the gender

impacts of climate change and disasters in Vanuatu, to showcase diverse and

innovative women, youth and community-led and cross- sectoral responses,

and to identify how gender equality, women’s empowerment and human rights

can be strengthened across legislation, policies, institutions, programmes and

projects.

10:50 AM - 12:25 PM
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Entertainment 
from Yoshua Shing

ACTIVITY: Develop Gender Equality Timeline 
Led by CARE in Vanuatu

ACTIVITY: OUTCOME STATEMENT : 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM
Dr Astrid Kersten, HCDI, presents progress of outcome statement and if there are
any additional comments or suggestions needed to be added.

Closing Session 
Closing remarks by Department of Women's Affairs representative, Acting Director
Smith Pakoasongi

 

LUNCH : 12:25 PM - 1:35 PM

AFTERNOON TEA : 2:45 PM - 3:00 PM



Sister, you know where I  am, 

If I  am not reaching you, you reach me

 

It matters not to me who does it better!

It does matter that at least we try.

We play our role. 

We do our share. 

 

Co-operation.

On every level.  Any level.

We need to be committed to work together. 

Talking together. 

Walking together. 

To be seen to be working together. 
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Excerpt of the poem ‘Co-operation’
©Blackstone Publications, Vanuatu 

Grace Mera Molisa 
Politician, writer and activist

Co-operation



We would like to acknowledge and extend our deepest thanks to our
donors and partners for their support and commitment towards

making this forum a success.

The Vanuatu National Feminist Forum is a build up towards the 3rd
Pacific Feminist Forum (PFF).

Acknowledgments 

Many thanks to CARE in Vanuatu and ActionAid for their support.




